Nineteenth-Century Family Life

Pre- and Pos¥isit Materials
Newton History Museum at The Jackson Homestead

TheNineteenth-Century Family Lifgogram allows
students in grades 3 and up to explore the home life of
Newtons Jackson family in the nineteenth centBrydents
are introduced twilliam and Mary Jackson, their 14
children, and life at the Homestead. Through a hands-on,
cooperative, group-learning experience, students handle
and identify artifacts and documents that reveal the story
— of life in the mid-1800s. Students receive a take-home
eviandiiss. project that lets them reconstruct a day in the life of a

! 5 @ =& nineteenth-century familyhis is an ideal program for

Candle factory Iabel drawn by Ellen Jackson, c. 1840 groups studying family life and nineteenth-century history

About Your Vist:

Parking is available dWashington 8eet and Jackson Road. Groups arriving in buses may be dropped of
at the museurs’drivewaybut please do not park thefdeNineteenth-CentyrFamily Lifeprogram is

held in the original kitchen and in the Newton History Gallery; the program lasts about 70 minutes. Please
note that there are no longer any period rooms, including the bedroom, at the Newton History Museum.
Have your group divided into four smaller groups prior to arrival; this will facilitate the hands-on portion of
the program. In order to preserve the artifacts and documents on,diagkeghotography is not allowed

in the museum.

About theMuseum:

The Newton History Museum at The Jackson Homestead features exhibits and programs on Newton, one
of the countnys earliest railroad suburbs, and on the 1809 Homestead itself, a stop on tigedunder

Railroad before the Ciwar and home to the family @filliam Jackson throughout the nineteenth century

The Museum offers a wide variety of education programs for all ages that highlight the history of American
people and culture using the city of Newton as a case $tuelprograms engage students in active learn-

ing through observing, discussing, and participating in hands-on activities.
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The Jackson Family and The Jackson Homestead:

Edward Jackson, one of the earliest settlers in Newton, arrived in 1642 from London. In 1646 Edward
purchased a 500 acre farm covering much of what is today Newton Corner and Newtonville. On this land
he built a saltbox house in about 1670.

The Jackson family prospered and grigw
1809 Timothy Jackson, Edwarsl’'great, |
great-grandson, removed the saltbox and r

used parts of it to build the larger and morg.
elegant Homestead that still stands totlig
Federal-style house, marked by its symme
try, was a fine, middle-class house for its time

Timothy’s sonWilliam, was living in Boston
when he inherited the house. He returned
Newton in 1820, with his familyvilliam was

involved in local and state government, was %} )
prime mover in the creation of the Newtoriisy R
Temperance Socieiand foresaw the pOSSi- Saltbox house as drawn by Ellen Jackson, 1894

bilities for suburban development in Newton
He played a major role in attracting the firs
railroad to Newton, the one that would runi
front of his home.

He also moved the tallow (animal fat) soa
and candle manufactotarted by his father §
from Boston to the Homestead (see the cang
label on the front). In additiolVilliam, his
daughter Ellen, his brother Francis, and t
rest of his family were active in the Abolition
movement. The Homestead was a doc R
mented stop on the Underground Railroad.

1826
The Changing Nature of Family Life in Nineteenth-Century New England:

The nineteenth century was a period of great change in New England society and family life. In 1800, most
New Englanders lived in rural agricultural communities. Families supported themselves with little outside
help. Fathers did seasonal work in the fields and practiced trades such as blacksmithing ot carpentry
Mothers raised children; tended the homes, kitchen gardens, and dairies; and made the family clothes.
Children helped with various tasks around the home and farm. Surplus produced by the family would be
traded to obtain those things the family could not make itself.

By the middle of the nineteenth centurgw modes of transportation, the growth of cities, the rise of manu-
facturing, and the decline of wide-spread agriculture — all interconnected — changed these family roles.
Womens work in textile production was now performed in mMen increasingly worked away from home,
earning money to buy what the family nee@dldren, whose labor was no longer central to family survival,
could attend school more months of the yHae focus of the family was shifting gradually from production

to consumption.
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Suggested Vocabulary:

Aboalitionist: a person who believed slavgilye owning of one person by anotisould be stopped

acre: a unit of area equal to 4,840 square yards

beehiveoven: an oven with a domed top, shaped like a natural beehive

curator: a museum worker who takes care of artifacts and documents, creates exhibits, and shares
information with people who visit the museum

ell: an extention, generally at right angles, to a buildlng [ J——al

Federal-style: a house style characterized&yong other things, symmetry (balance) in form and elliptical
fan lights above the doors

homestead: a home and nearby land where a family lives

manufactory: a place where goods are made, from raw materials, either by hand or by hand-powered
tools and equipment

nineteenth-century: the 1800s

saltbox: a box used to store salt for preserving and flavoring food; a saltbox house has a roof and shape
that look like the typical saltbox (drawing to the left)

tallow: animal fat

Underground Railroad: a loosely connected series of “stations” or “stops” — houses, stores, farms,
churches — where runaway slaves could hide as they were escaping from slavery

Suggested Pre-Visit Activities:

1. Provide a context for nineteenth-century family life, which changed drastically between 1800 and 1899, by
making a timeline of importatmerican andVorld historical events during the century; see the bibliography

for some sources to use. Students should begin to realize that this century was full of change: Industrial
Revolution, CivilWar and Emancipation, the growth of cities, and the decline of farming.

2. Have students compare and contrast family life in the nineteenth-century andPteelagit: make lists or

draw pictures, either individually or as a class, of what the students and their families do in a typitahkay

about schedules, transportation, technadgyl material culture. Post-visit: students can use what they have
learned at the Newton History Museum at The Jackson Homestead and the sources listed below to draw their
conclusions.

3. Integrate math and geography by having students outline 500 acres surrounding their school, on a map of
their neighborhood; this will help them understand the size of the original Jackson farm.

Suggested Post-Visit Activities:

1. Use the take-home project on the back of the worksheet students completed during théawestitdents
create a listand then a storyabout a day in the life of the person whose artifacts they explored while at the
Newton History Museum at The Jackson Homestead.

2. Historians learn about the past through the documents and artifacts people leave behind. Students can help
future historians by creating their own family trees, keeping a journal, drawing pictures, or taking photographs
of their neighborhoods and familig3reate an exhibit that features these documents.

©Newton History Museum at The Jackson Homestead
527 Washington &eet, Newton, MA02458
617+7%+1450 wwwnewtonhistorymuseumgr
City of Newton David B. Cohen, Mayor



Selected Teacher Bibliography
Bushman, Richard LThe Refinement &fmerica: Persons, Houses, Citid¢ew York: Knopf, 1992.

Carruth, GortonThe Encyclopedia oAmerican Facts and Datesefith Edition.New York:
HarperCollins, 1997.

Clark, Judith Freemamlmericas GildedAge: An Eyewitness HistgrNew York: Facts on File, 1992.

Kalman, Bobbie Home Life: Copyright-Fee lllustrations for Lovers of Histgr(Historical Etchings).
New York: Crabtree Press, 1997.

Larkin, Jack.The Reshaping of Ewatay Life: 1790-1840New York: Harper and Row1988.

Morris, Richard B. and Jifry B. Morris, edsEncyclopedia oAmerican Histoy, Seventh EditionNew
York: HarperCollins, 1996.

Schlereth,Thomas JMctorian America: Tansformations in Eveday Life, 1876-1919\New York:
HarperCollins, 1991.

. Geopge, Robert BlairMaterial Life inAmerica, 1600-186@oston: Northeastern University Press, 1988.

Sutherland, Daniel EThe Expansion of Evgday Life, 1860-1878\New York: Harper and Row1989.

Selected Student Bibliography

Barmeier Jim.Manners and Customblew York: Chelsea House, 1997. (upper elementary/middle school)

Egger-Bovet, Howard and Marlene Smith-BaranZifsKids History: Book of the New American
Nation.Boston: Little, Brown, 1995. (upper elementary)

Hakim, Joy A History of US SeriedNew York: Oxford University Press, 1993-19%tles include:The
New Nation (Book 4); Liberty for All? (Book 5); Reconstruction and Reform (Boaknd)An Age of
Extremes (Book 8)upper elementary/middle school)

Kalman, BobbieHistoric Communities SerieBlew York: Crabtree Pres3itles include:The General

Sore; The Wtorian Home; 19th Centyr Girls and W@men;A Child's Day; 19th Centyr Clothing; Customs
and Taditions; Old-Tme Dys; A One-Room School; Chilens Clothing of the 1800s; Gamesrfr Long
Ago; The Kitchen; Home Craftgind Tools and Gadgetgelementary)

Kalman, BobbieEarly Settler Life SeriedNew York: Crabtree Pres3itles include:Early Mllage Life;
Early Schools; Early Pleases and Pastimes; Early Family Home; Early Health and Medicine; Early Farm
Life; andEarly City Life.(elementary)

Leuzzi, LindaUrban Life.NewYork: Chelsea House, 1995. (upper elementary/middle school)

Toynton, EvelynGrowing up inAmerica, 1830-186rookfield, CT. Millbrook Press, 1995. (upper
elementary/middle school)
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