City Council Actions

In City Council

Monday, June 8, 2020

Meeting Recessed - Continued to June 10, 2020

Present: Councilors Auchincloss, Baker, Bowman, Ciccone, Crossley, Danberg, Downs, Gentile,
Greenberg, Grossman, Humphrey, Kalis, Kelley, Krintzman, Laredo, Leary, Lipof, Malakie, Markiewicz,
Noel, Norton, Ryan, Wright & Albright

The City Council discussed the following items on Second Call:

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees

#256-20 Transfer $100,000 for new Police Cruisers
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to repurpose and transfer the sum of
one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) from Comptroller’s Reserve Acct #01C20107-
585010 originally set aside for a Police Incident Command Vehicle to new Police
Cruisers.
Public Safety & Transportation Approved 7-0 on 05/28/20
Finance Approved 5-0-1 (Councilor Humphrey abstaining, Councilor Ciccone not
voting)

Voice Vote Laid this Item on the Table

Referred to Zoning & Planning Committee
#29-20 Review and possible amendment of Demolition Delay and Landmark Ordinances
COUNCILORS KELLEY, ALBRIGHT, AUCHINCLOSS, CROSSLEY, GREENBERG, KALIS,
KRINTZMAN, LEARY, LIPOF, MARKIEWICZ, BOWMAN, HUMPHREY, RYAN AND NORTON
requesting a review and, if appropriate, an update of Chapter 22, Sections 22-50 to 22-
76 that relate to demolition delays, historic designation, and landmarking.
Zoning & Planning Approved as Amended 7-0-1 (Councilor Krintzman abstaining)

Voice Vote Approved Postponement to date certain of June 22, 2020

Referred to Zoning & Planning Committee
#30-20 Ordinance amendment to repeal Zoning Ordinance 3.4.4 Garages
COUNCILOR ALBRIGHT requesting amendment to Chapter 30 of Newton’s Zoning
Ordinance, section 3.4.4 on garages (delayed implementation until #hy2 January 31,
2022). This ordinance has been delayed five times.
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Zoning and Planning Approved as Amended 6-2 (Councilors Baker and Wright
opposed)

Voice Vote Approved Postponement to date certain of June 22, 2020

Referred to Public Facilities Committee
5-58 for the Oak Hill Middle School at 130 Wheeler Road
DESIGN REVIEW COMMMITTEE petition, pursuant to 5-58, for schematic design and site
plan approval at 130 Wheeler Road for the construction of three-classroom additions to
accommodate a significant and sustained increase in enrollment.
Public Facilities Approved 4-0-4(Councilors Laredo, Kelley, Crossley and Kalis
abstaining) on 05/14/20 and was referred back to the Public Facilities Committee on
05/18/20
Public Facilities Approved 4-0-3 (Councilors Laredo, Kelley and Crossley abstaining,
Councilor Norton not voting)

Approved 22 Yeas, 2 Absent

The City Council voted without discussion 24 Yeas, to Accept the
Committee Recommendations on the following items:

#564-18(3)

#178-20

Referred to Land Use Committee
Tuesday, June 2, 2020

Petition to amend Special Permit #564-18(2) at 17-31 and 39 Herrick Road

STUART ROTHMAN/HERRICK ROAD REALTY TRUST petition to AMEND the SPECIAL
PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL approved by Council Order #564-18(2) to allow a change
in the floor plans to rearrange the space within the building at 17-31 and 39 Herrick
Road, Ward 6, on land known as Section 61 Block 36 Lots 6 and 7, containing
approximately 22,980 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned BUSINESS USE 1. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3,
7.4 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Approved 7-0 (Councilor Auchincloss not Voting); Public Hearing Closed
06/02/2020

Referred to Zoning & Planning Committee
Tuesday, May 19, 2020

Discussion of Implementation of the Open Space and Recreation Plan Update
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING requesting discussion of the 2020-2027 Open Space and
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Recreation Plan, a letter stating that the Zoning and Planning Committee reviewed the

Plan, and adoption of the plan as an amendment to the 2007 Comprehensive Plan.

The Zoning & Planning Committee split item #178-20 into three parts:

1. Send a letter to the State that it has reviewed the Open Space and Recreation Plan,
Approved 8-0

2. Adopt the Open Space and Recreation Plan as an amendment to the 2007

Comprehensive Plan, Held 8-0

Further discussion on implementation for the 2020-2027 Open Space and

Recreation Plan, Held 8-0

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation Committee
Wednesday, May 20, 2020

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees

Authorization to expend a MassDOT grant in the amount of $80,000

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend an eighty
thousand dollar (580,000) grant from the MassDOT’s Workforce Transportation Program
with twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) in match funding to expand the Bluebikes
system.

Finance Approved 7-0 on 06/01/2020

Public Safety & Transportation Approved 6-0-1 (Councilor Malakie abstaining)

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees

Accept six Bike Share Stations from MetroFutures Inc.

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept six bike share stations
worth approximately two hundred twenty-four thousand two hundred fifty-seven
dollars (5224,257) in conjunction with the expansion of the Bluebikes system.

Finance Approved 6-0 (Councilor Ciccone not voting) on 06/01/2020

Public Safety & Transportation Approved 6-0-1 (Councilor Malakie abstaining)

Request to allow legal two-way bicycle travel on a section of Comm. Ave. Carriage
Lane

COUNCILORS DOWNS, AUCHINCLOSS, BOWMAN, KELLEY, LAREDO, MARKIEWICZ,
NORTON, WRIGHT, DANBERG, GREENBERG, KRINTZMAN, LIPOF AND GROSSMAN
requesting a discussion with the administration on allowing for legal two-way bicycle
travel on the Commonwealth Avenue Carriage Lane, between Woodbine Street and Mt.
Alvernia Road. (Wards 2, 3,4 & 7)

Public Safety & Transportation No Action Necessary 7-0

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation Committee
Thursday, May 28, 2020
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Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees

Transfer $100,000 for new Police Cruisers

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to repurpose and transfer the sum of
one hundred thousand dollars (5100,000) from Comptroller’s Reserve Acct #01C20107-
585010 originally set aside for a Police Incident Command Vehicle to new Police
Cruisers.

Finance Approved 5-0-1(Councilor Humphrey abstaining, Councilor Ciccone not voting)
on 06/01/2020

Public Safety & Transportation Approved 7-0

Referred to Public Facilities Committee
Wednesday, May 27, 2020

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees
Transfer $400,000 to the DPW Roads Program
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to repurpose and transfer the sum of
four hundred thousand dollars (5400,000) from Acct #01C10402-579500 originally set
aside for DPW 25% Design of Washington Street to the DPW Roads Program to repair
the roadway section of Washington Street between Chestnut Street and Walnut Street.
Finance Approved 5-0-1 (Councilor Humphrey abstaining, Councilor Ciccone not
voting) on 06/01/2020
Public Facilities Approved 8-0

Referred to Finance Committee
Tuesday, May 19, 2020

Transfer $880,124.98 from the 2018 Winter Storm FEMA reimbursement

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of eight hundred
eighty thousand one hundred twenty-four dollars and ninety-eight cents (5880,124.98)
from the FEMA reimbursement for a 2018 winter storm to the Inclement Weather
Reserve Fund.

Finance Approved 6-0

Referred to Finance Committee
Monday, June 1, 2020

Transfer $30,000 for Citywide Accessible Pedestrian Signals (APS) Installation project
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of thirty
thousand dollars ($30,000) from FY20 Current Year Budget Reserve Act #0110498-5790
to Acct #01C40120 for the purpose of funding Phases 3 of 3 phases of the Citywide
Accessible Pedestrian Signals (APS) installation project.
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Finance Approved 6-0-1 (Councilor Ciccone abstaining)

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees
Transfer $400,000 to the DPW Roads Program
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to repurpose and transfer the sum of
four hundred thousand dollars (5400,000) from Acct #01C10402-579500 originally set
aside for DPW 25% Design of Washington Street to the DPW Roads Program to repair
the roadway section of Washington Street between Chestnut Street and Walnut Street.
Public Facilities Approved 8-0
Finance Approved 5-0-1 (Councilor Humphrey abstaining, Councilor Ciccone not

voting)

Motions to accept the following five late-filed items to the Docket and refer them to
Committee were Approved by Voice Vote.

#278-20

#275-20

#276-20

#277-20

#279-20

Referred to Zoning and Planning Committee
Reappointment of Laurie Malcom to the Upper Falls Historic District Commission
HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Laurie Malcom, 95 Algonquin Road, Chestnut Hill, as a
regular member of the NEWTON UPPER FALLS HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION for a term to
expire on December 24, 2022. (60 days: 08/07/2020)

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation
Discussion with the Police and Human Resources about Newton practices
COUNCILORS NORTON, DOWNS, GROSSMAN, LAREDO, MALAKIE, AUCHINCLOSS, NOEL AND
BOWMAN requesting a discussion with the Newton Police Chief and Human Resources Director
about Newton practices regarding recruitment, screening, training, advancement, and removal
of police officers, including plans to increase the number of black and minority officers.

Referred to Public Facilities Committee
Appointment of John Lewis to the Solid Waste Commission
HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing JOHN LEWIS, 56 Lawmarissa Road, Newton, as a member
of the SOLID WASTE COMMISSION for a term to expire May 31, 2021. (60 days 08/07/2020)

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees
Discussion on the use of parking kiosks in municipal lots
COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS requesting a discussion on the use of parking payment
kiosks in municipal lots as required by condition 1 of Council Order #446-19.

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation
Resolution on Newton Police Policy and Training
Councilors Noel, Albright, Bowman, Norton, Downs, Leary, Lipof, Wright, Kalis, Krintzman,
Humphrey, Crossley, Grossman, Greenberg, Ryan, Danberg and Auchincloss submit a resolution
to ensure Newton Police policy and training reflects the values and commitment of our
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community, reducing police violence, facilitating citizens’ First Amendment Right to peacefully
protest, and actively engaging in non-biased community policing.

Public Hearings were assigned for the following Items:

Public Hearing assigned for June 16, 2020

#25-20

Special Permit Petition to allow marijuana retailer at 1158 Beacon Street

UNION TWIST, INC. petition for a SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to allow a retail
marijuana establishment, to waive the minimum driveway width for two-way traffic, to waive
minimum driveway width by use of an easement, to waive perimeter screening requirements, to
waive perimeter screening requirements by use of an easement, to allow parking in the side
setback, and to waive lighting requirements at 1158 Beacon Street, Ward 6, Newton Highlands,
on land known as Section 54 Block 22 Lot 49A, containing approximately 20,443 sq. ft. of space
in a district zoned BUSINESS USE 2. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 7.4, 6.10.3.D, 4.4.1, 5.1.10, 5.1.8.A.1, 5.1.6.A,
5.1.6.B,5.1.13, 5.1.8.D.1, 5.1.9.A of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Public Hearing assigned for July 7, 2020

#262-20

Petition to allow accessory apartment and clubhouse in detached structure at 25 Paul St

25 PAUL STREET, LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to convert space in an
existing detached accessory structure into an accessory apartment and clubhouse, to allow an
accessory apartment greater than 40% of the total habitable space of the principal structure, to
allow an accessory apartment in a detached structure that does not meet principal setbacks, to
allow a neighborhood clubhouse and to further extend a nonconforming detached structure
greater than 700 sq. ft. at 25 Paul Street, Ward 6, Newton Centre, on land known as Section 62
Block 13 Lot 06, containing approximately 15,000 sq. ft. in a district zoned MULTI RESIDENCE 1.
Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 7.4, 6.7.1.E.1, 3.4.1, 6.7.1.E.2, 3.2.3, 6.7.1.E.6, 3.4.3.A.3, 7.8.2.C.2 of the City of
Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Public Hearing assigned for July 7, 2020

#263-20

Petition to allow relief for FAR, garage size and dormer dimensions at 43 Prince Street

JOHN REICHENBACH petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to raze an existing
detached garage and construct a 4,532 sq. ft. 2.5 story addition, to allow a garage in excess on
700 sq. ft., to allow a dormer that extends the second floor wall plane vertically, to allow a
dormer greater than 50% of the wall plane below it, to allow a dormer within three feet of the
intersection of the roofline and main building and to create an FAR of .23 where .26 is allowed
and .16 exists at 43 Prince Street, Ward 3, West Newton, on land known as Section 32 Block 10
Lot 06, containing approximately 27,800 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned SINGLE RESIDENCE 1.
Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 7.4, 3.1.3, 3.1.9, 3.4.2.B.1, 1.5.4.G.2.a3, 1.5.4.G.2.b, 1.5.4.G.2.c of the City of
Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Public Hearing assigned for July 7, 2020

#264-20

Petition to waive 2 parking stalls at 450 Lexington Street

BROOKS STALEY petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to waive two parking stalls
to allow for a medical office use in the office building at 450 Lexington Street, Unit 203, Ward 4,
Auburndale, on land known as Section 44 Block 25 Lot 04E, containing approximately 43,473 sq.
ft. of land in a district zoned BUSINESS USE 2. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 7.4, 5.1.3.B, 5.1.4, 5.1.13 of the City
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of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Public Hearing assigned for July 7, 2020

#265-20

Petition to exceed FAR and increase nonconforming height at 351 Otis Street
MASSIMILIANO MENOQZZ| petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to raze an existing

detached garage and construct a 1,841 sq. ft., 2.5 story addition to the existing dwelling,
increasing the nonconforming height and creating an FAR of .42 where .33 is allowed and .32
exists at 351 Otis Street, Ward 3, West Newton, on land known as Section 32 Block 03 Lot 15,
containing approximately 18,681 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned SINGLE RESIDENCE 2. Ref: Sec.
7.3.3,7.4,3.1.3,3.1.9, 7.8.2.C.2 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

The City Council voted without discussion 23 Yeas, 1 Nay (Malakie) to
Accept the Committee Recommendations on the following item:

#145-20

Referred to Land Use Committee
Petition to allow accessory apartment exceeding 1,000 sq. ft. at 169 Hunnewell
Avenue
TIM DOWD petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to convert space on the
third floor of the existing two-family structure to allow an interior accessory apartment
exceeding 1,000 sq. ft. at 169 Hunnewell Avenue, Ward 1, Newton, on land known as
Section 71 Block 32 Lot 01, containing approximately 9,568 sq. ft. of land in a district
zoned MULTI RESIDENCE 1. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 7.4, 6.7.1.D.2 of the City of Newton Rev
Zoning Ord, 2017.
Land Use Approved 7-0 (Councilor Auchincloss not Voting); Public Hearing Closed
05/05/2020

The City Council voted without discussion 23 Yeas, 1 Recused (Laredo) to
Accept the Committee Recommendations on the following items:

#260-20

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees

Authorization to expend a MassDOT grant in the amount of $80,000

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend an eighty
thousanddollar ($80,000) grant from the MassDOT’s Workforce Transportation Program
with twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) in match funding to expand the Bluebikes
system.

Public Safety & Transportation Approved 6-0 (Councilor Malakie abstaining) on
05/22/20

Finance Approved 7-0
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Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees
#261-20 Accept six Bike Share Stations from MetroFutures Inc.

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept six bike share stations
worth approximately two hundred twenty-four thousand two hundred fifty-seven
dollars (5224,257) in conjunction with the expansion of the Bluebikes system.
Public Safety & Transportation Approved 6-0-1 (Councilor Malakie abstaining) on
05/22/20
Finance Approved 6-0 (Councilor Ciccone not voting)




